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mathematics and a graduate degree in law. In
between his undergraduate and graduate
studies, Judge Shadur served his country with
distinction during World War 1l as a Lieutenant
in the Navy as a radar officer stationed on air-
craft carriers.

During law school, he served as editor-in-
chief of the law review and was elected to the
Order of the Coif. This. excellence in edu-
cation was acknowledged as Judge Shadur
graduated, ranked first in his class with the
highest scholastic average ever obtained at
the University of Chicago Law School.

Even while attending Law School, Judge
Shadur’s legal skills were recognized by the
finest legal minds in the country. Two of his
law review notes were cited and quoted by the
United States Supreme Court. Additionally, by
special leave of the court, Judge Shadur ar-
gued his first case before the United States
Court of Appeals before being admitted to the
bar. One day after his admission to the bar,
Judge Shadur argued his first case before the
lllinois Supreme Court.

Judge Shadur practiced law in the private
sector for 31 years, first joining the law firm
headed by former U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Arthur Goldberg. During his career in private
practice, Judge Shadur established himself as
a highly skilled and even-minded lawyer. His
dedication to the law extended beyond his law
firm as he served terms as director of both the
Chicago Bar Foundation and the Legal Assist-
ance Foundation of Chicago. He additionally
held many important positions with the Chi-
cago Bar Association.

On May 23, 1980 President Jimmy Carter
appointed Judge Shadur to the United States
District Court for the Northern District of llli-
nois, where he still currently serves. In this po-
sition, Judge Shadur has ruled on both civil
and criminal cases, authoring over 8,000 opin-
ions. In 1992, Judge Shadur was named a
Senior Judge, where he maintains a full civil
and criminal calendar, as well as sitting by in-
vitation with several Courts of Appeals around
the country each year.

Judge Shadur has also been very active as
a community leader, serving as a trustee of
the village of Glencoe and as vice president of
the American Jewish Congress, where he has
pledged to defend the rights of minorities in
the United States. He has also been very ac-
tive with the Ravinia music festival, spending
many years serving on its Board of Trustees.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of the
Fifth Congressional District of lllinois and in-
deed all of Chicago, | am privileged to con-
gratulate Milton |. Shadur, on the occasion of
his 80th birthday, for his impressive career ac-
complishments in the law. | join his wife Elea-
nor, their three children, three grandchildren,
and two great-grandsons in wishing him con-
tinued happiness and success in the future.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF RAYMOND
FIGUEROA
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Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the achievements of Ray-
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mond Figueroa, an inspiration, and the execu-
tive director of Turning Point/Discipleship Out-
reach Ministries located in Brooklyn, New
York.

Raymond has been instrumental in the suc-
cess of this organization, which provides hous-
ing, educational opportunity, substance abuse
treatment and AIDS programs to some of
Brooklyn’s most underprivileged neighbor-
hoods. The program reaches over 2,000 resi-
dents a year and reaches 20,000 more
through outreach initiatives.

| am pleased to announce that Mr.
Figueroa’s dedication and work has been rec-
ognized by the Robert Wood Johnson Com-
munity Health Leadership program, as they
have chosen him as one of their 10 annual re-
cipients. Raymond has overcome many chal-
lenges to get where he is today—he was born
into poverty, and grew up with a troubled
childhood. Yet, his commitment to bettering
our community is unwavering, and although he
did not graduate from high school or receive
a formal education, Mr. Figueroa is living proof
that one can rise above the circumstances to
achieve their goals.

Over the course of his life, Raymond has
lost friends and family to violence, addiction,
and AIDS. He watched his sister as she en-
dured the stigma of living with AIDS and was
victimized by a hospital staff that refused to
touch her, despite her absence of tuberculosis
or skin abrasions. The reality of his sister’s de-
humanization strengthened his drive to work in
social justice.

Starting as a volunteer at the Turning Point/
Discipleship Outreach Ministries in 1990, Ray-
mond moved to a leadership position 12 years
later as the only second executive director. He
is truly an inspiration to his community, and
reminds us that we can overcome barriers.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Raymond Figueroa, and join with my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
recognize his extraordinary work in the Brook-
lyn community.

PRAISE FOR THE PLANNING AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF RONALD
REAGAN TRIBUTE

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
praise the City of Simi Valley, California, for its
role in paying tribute last week to the 40th
President of the United States, Ronald
Reagan.

Many county, State and Federal agencies,
Nancy Reagan and the Ronald Reagan Presi-
dential Library joined in planning and imple-
menting the tribute to and national mourning
for President Reagan.

But as the host city, the burden of limiting
the impact on the surrounding community, ac-
commodating mourners from throughout the
Nation, and ensuring a respectful good-bye to
one of America’s greatest presidents largely
fell on the City of Simi Valley. As a resident
of the city for more than 35 years, its former
mayor, and a neighbor of the presidential li-
brary, | applaud the city for a job well done.

| arrived at the presidential library within 2
hours of the announcement of President Rea-
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gan’s death. Simi Valley police and Ventura
County Sheriff's deputies were already on
hand to provide crowd control. A place for
people to leave flowers and tributes was al-
ready established. At the library, 50 to 60 peo-
ple were already working in crews to ready the
place for the arrival of President Reagan’s
casket and the more than 100,000 mourners
who would file past it in the coming days.

Simi Valley dedicated nearly half its police
force specifically to duties associated with the
viewing and internment. Volunteers were
brought in to answer telephones. Other volun-
teers were dispatched to the Wood Ranch de-
velopment with fliers to inform residents on
what they could expect and why.

The top-notch planning and execution en-
sured that the tribute to President Reagan was
dignified, secure and smooth from beginning
to end. Visitors from across the country and
television viewers throughout the world mar-
veled at the peaceful and orderly scenes.

Working closely with Duke Blackwood, di-
rector of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Li-
brary, Mayor Bill Davis and the entire City
Council, City Manager Mike Sedell and Police
Chief Mark Layhew displayed to the world the
heart and spirit of Reagan country.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues will join
me in expressing to Simi Valley’s officials that
they have the thanks of a grateful Nation.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. WESLEY E.
PITTMAN

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
want to express my most sincere congratula-
tions to Dr. Wesley E. Pittman who will soon
be installed as the President of the American
Optometric Association.

A lifelong resident of Mexia, Texas, Dr. Pitt-
man and is a fourth generation optometrist,
who has practiced optometry there since
1984. Dr. Pittman has been a leader in his
community and in his profession at the state,
regional and national levels.

Like his father, the late William D. Pittman,
0.D., and grandfather, the late W. Duke Pitt-
man, O.D., he has been a member of the
Texas Optometry Board, where he served as
Chairman. He has served on the board of the
Foundation for Education and Research in Vi-
sion, the Southwest Council of Optometry, and
is the past president of the Heart of Texas Op-
tometric Association.

Dr. Pittman has also received many pres-
tigious awards including Texas Young Optom-
etrist of the Year, the Texas Optometric Asso-
ciation’s President's Award for outstanding
contributions to the profession and Texas Op-
tometrist of the Year. In March 2003, he re-
ceived the University of Houston College of
Optometry’s William D. “Bill” Pittman Leader-
ship award, named for his father.

An active member of his community, Dr.
Pittman has served as a director of the Mexia
Industrial Foundation. He is a past president
of the Mexia Chamber of Commerce and Ro-
tary Club. Dr. Pittman has served on the
Bricks and Mortar Board of the Parkview Re-
gional Hospital and is a consultant to the
Mexia State School, a mental health facility.
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